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that of Dionysosl or Bacchus, an actual ceremony of slaying a
ram in honour of the sun-god. In Persia, the sign Aries, the
ram, was known as the lamb ; and in the Mithraic mysteries at
the Christian era, it was a lamb that was slain. That fact, as we
s&all see, has further bearings ; but thus far it surely counts for
much as a proof of the zodiacal element in the symbolism of the
ancient sophisticated sun worships. And though the notion of a
fish god is deeply rooted in several of the older Eastern religions,
I know of no more plausible explanation than the zodiacal one
of the early Christian habit of calling Jesus Christ the fish. The
sign of the Fishes comes next the Ram in the zodiac; and that
constellation was actually taking the place *of the Ram, at the
spring equinox, about the time this symbol came into use. We
know with certainty, too, from Origen, that the Mithraic mys-
teries included an elaborate representation of the movements of
the stars and planets, and the movements of the disembodied
human soul among these.2

Every widespread religion, however, is necessarily a complex
of many ideas, and in the cult of Mithra this is abundantly seen.
The image of the slaying of the bull, whatever its original
bearing, came to be associated specially with the idea of sacrifice
and purification ; and the great vogue of the Phrygian institutions
of the Taurobolia and Criobolia,3 or purification by the blood of
bulls and rams, must have reacted on Mithraism. In connection
with these we have the literal and original meaning of the
phrase " washed in the blood of the lamb;" the doctrine being
that resurrection and eternal life were secured by drenching or
sprinkling with the actual blood of a sacrificial bull or ram (often,
doubtless a lamb, that being a common sacrifice from time
immemorial). Thus we have such mortuary inscriptions as
" Taurobolio criobolioque in ceternum renatus."4 But whereas
there was a constant tendency in the mystical systems to substitute
symbolism for concrete usages, the Mithraists may be surmised
to have ultimately performed their sacrificial rites in a less crude
form than that described by Prudentius.6

1 The ram " supplied the favourite Dionysiak sacrifice." B. Brown, " The Great
Dionysiak Myth," ii. 65. In one version of the Dionysian myth, Zeus changes
Dionysos into a ram to save him from Hera. Smith's Diet., art. I)ionysu$, citing
Hyginus and Theon.

*  "Against Celsus," vi. 22.

3  Referred to by ITirmicus, xxviii.

4  Given in note on Firmicus in ed. Hackiana, 1672, p. 56.   See it also in Orelli,
No. 2352.   See further No. 1899, 1900, 2130, 2199, 2322, 2326, 2328, 2330, 2331,
2351, 2353,  2361.   Compare Boeckh, 6012, 5, c.    Here the taurobohum and
criobolinm are directly connected with Mithraism.   On the " blood shed for alln
see Preller, "Romisoke MytJlolog^e," 1865, p. 761, n.

*   X. 1009, 1050.    Concerning the taurobolinm at Athens, see Dittenberger,,
" Inscr. Attica ast. Roman.," 172,173.   Cp. King, " Gnostics," p. 154.